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Editorial, 4 May 2015
April 24 plus 1. Chapter Two. Year 101. Now What?
They all mean the same thing: what do Armenians do next? What are our options? How do we go
about realising those options?
Dozens of memoranda, statements, books and reams of articles are out there limning our general
and specific demands from Turkey—from individual financial compensation to the return of Western
Armenia and Cilicia. Call it reparation, compensation, restitution, plain justice… They outline our
demands—from the minimalist to the maximalist. Some are logically-argued proposals. Some are
fantasies. Some are based on international jurisprudence and on treaties. One organization—the
National Congress of Western Armenians—has already sent its memorandum for discussions to the
government of Turkey while Catholicos Aram I has made a public demand that Ankara start the
reparation process. At least one political party has outlined its demands.
Ankara has denied its horrific crime not because of Turkey’s sensitivity to its honor and reputation. .
The reason Turkey denies the Genocide is achingly obvious: it knows admission of guilt will open the
gates to reparations.
Developments in the past few years give hope to many people that Turkey will eventually
acknowledge the Genocide. Despite the lame euphemisms of Erdogan and Co., the gap between
the Turkish public’s customary convictions and the reality of 1915 is narrowing. It would be
misjudgment for Armenians to ignore these changes in the Turkish mindset. The Pope and 25
countries—some of them heavyweights such as Russia, France and Germany—recognize the
Genocide. Because of the highly-successful centennial commemorations, the world now knows the
truth. The centennial commemorations demonstrated to Ankara that Armenians will continue the
struggle no matter how long it takes. Talaat and his conspirators thought the genocide would put fini
to the Armenian Question, but the descendants of the martyrs have shown the Armenian Question
will not be airbrushed from history.
But still… from demands to reparations will be a long process. While it shouldn’t take another century
to find just resolution, we have to brace ourselves for a long haul. We will be facing the might,
budget and diplomatic acumen of Turkey. There will be ups and downs on the long road. This is a
Marathon, not a 50-yard dash.
We will experience disappointment, impatience, anger and frustration as we enter the second phase
of the national campaign. It’s likely that after a while some Armenians will throw in the towel and
declare Turkey will remain obdurate and understands only violence. Already in the past few years a
scattering of Armenians have begun to whisper: “Meeyayn zenkov gah Hayots Prgroutune”
(Armenians will be saved only through the gun). The rhetorical call to arms might promise a quick
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salve to some wounds. Some Armenians might even call for the return of the ASALA (Armenian
Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia) and their swashbuckling operations.
We don’t intend to analyze whether the ASALA helped or hurt Our Cause (“Hye Tadd”). However,
opting for a violent solution now will get us nowhere. “Meeyayn Zenkov gah Hayots Prgoutune”
makes sense on the Azerbaijan front, but it doesn’t on the Turkish. Turkey has almost as many
soldiers as Yerevan has residents. It’s inconceivable for Armenians to dream of a military conflict
with Ankara.
Opting for an ASALA-type ‘solution’ will lose us many of the great gains we’ve slowly and painfully
made in the past decade and especially during the centennial commemorations. Millions of people
from Tokyo to Tegucigalpa, who knew nothing about us, are now familiar with our just cause. We
could wreck all that hard-earned goodwill if we hurt people who are ‘guilty’ of being citizens of a
country which denies committing the Genocide. Our campaign is against Turkey, not the Turks.
A guerilla movement needs training bases and a credible number of fighters. There are no such
training areas for Armenians, except perhaps in Artsakh. But Yerevan wouldn’t allow guerilla training
camps there. The days when Armenian young men could be trained by Middle Eastern liberation
groups are gone. Perhaps a handful of young Armenians in the Middle East, in Armenia and in
Artsakh can be coaxed into joining such a guerilla movement, but the majority of our young men will
reject the violence option.
A practical road map, deft political strategy, non-violence, the legal route, far-sighted alliances, and
the continued promotion of Our Cause inside and outside Turkey are our best options. But we will go
nowhere unless we put internal politics and ego aside and unite for a single, pan-Armenian
organization whose legitimacy is not challenged by Armenians and non-Armenians.
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