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A Contemporary Variation of the Popular Folktale

“The Khoja and the Eggplant”

By Lucine Kasbarian, Satiricon, August 2009

=] Analyticon.org, an Armenian political affairs magazine is published in Stepanakert. Their print

version is in Armenian, while the online publication offers articles in Armenian as well as English
and Russian translations. Keenly aware of the serious nature of political jockeying, the editors have
decided to produce a political satire issue for the summer, called Satiricon, where many writers in
Armenia and Artsakh have written candidly and humorously about current affairs. Lucine Kasbarian is
one of the contributors. An illustrated Armenian folktale retold by her will be published next year.
Analyticon relies heavily on the financial support of readers in Artsakh, Armenia as well as the
Diaspora. Readers of Keghart are encouraged to support Satiricon and its parent Analyticon.org to
continue the vital tradition of Hagop Baronian, Yervant Odian, Saroukhan and Khigar, to name a few.
- Keghart
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The President of Armenia, Serzh Sargsyan, was often a guest at the court of the famed wise man
and spiritual leader, Nasreddin Khoja.
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khash was served.

“This is my favorite dish!" proclaimed the Khoja, “I love nothing more than khash.”

*Quite right, Effendi,” said President Sargsyan to his host, "Khash is the greatest delicacy in all the
world!”

Weeks later, the Armenian President was again commanded to stay for supper, and again, khash
was served. The Khoja flew into a rage. He called out to his wife.

‘Once was bad enough! Why did you again prepare this infernal dish when | am entertaining such an
important guest? Don't you know how much | hate khash?”

The Khoja looked to President Sargsyan as if expecting a response.

‘| could not agree more, Effendi,” said the President ‘I, too, hate khash. It is the vilest dish in the
world.”

‘But President,” said the Khoja, “Weeks ago, you said khash was the greatest delicacy in all the
world!"

*Quite right, Effendi, | did,” said the President. “But | am the servant of your Eminence, not of the
khash."
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Armenia; Yesterday, Today, and Maybe No Tomorrow

Cartoonist: Alvard Grigoryan
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Translator to Armenian: Anna Galstyan

Cwjwunnwuh bwpuwgqwh UGnpd Uwnpguywuhu hwéwhu hjncppuywiined Ep hwupwawlwig
hdwuwnntu GL hngbunp wnwseunpn Lwuptnhu flunpwl:
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nnh dwdwuwy huwp Ep JwunnigyGinc:
-Tw hd bwpupunpwé dwpwwnbuwyl E,- wuwg lunpwl,- uwphg wnwyb| Gu nghug s6U
uhpncu:

-Phwpyt, Edtunhp,- ywuinwupuwubtg UGnd Uwpgujwun,- puw2n jwjwanyu dwpl E
w2huwnphhu GnGuhu:

Swpwpltn wlug Kwjwuwnwuh bwhiwgwhhu Ynyhu hpwdhptghu pupphph, 6L ypyhu puw?
dwunLgybg: lunpwu pwnpywgwy: Ywugtg hp Yungp.

-UtYy wugwdp |hnyhu pwdwywl Ep: Pusnl” Gu wju ndnpuwhu Ypwynipp Unphg
wwuwnpwuwnt] wju ywpbnpwanyu hyncph hwdwn: 2ghnt®u, ph Gu hugpwl GU huwpU
wwnneuJ:

Uww hunpwl LUwjtg bwhuwgqwh Uwnquywuhu, Ywpétbu Upwuhg uwwubiny hug-nn
wnaéwquwup:

-Gu hwdwawju 6J Qtig htwn, EdGunh, Gu Unyuwtu nLnnwiyh wunnwd G wyn Yepwynepn:
WU wphuwnphh Juwunwagnyu dwl E:

-Pwjg, bwpuwquwh,- Lwuntig funpwl,- Uh pwlh 2wpwp wnwy NLp wuwghp, nn uw2p
lwywagnyll £ wphuwnhnud:

-Uhwugwdwju 6hown £, EDGUNnh, Gu wub] GU nw,- ywunwuhuwubg,- pwjg Gu QGpn
QGnpwquwugnipjwl dwnwl G, wy ng G AGN puwiph:

Donations may be made through www.MoneyGram.com to Analyticon c/o ArtsakhBank CJSC,
Stepanakert, Armenia.
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