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While Azerbaijan openly celebrates its recent campaign of ethnic cleansing of the Republic of 
Artsakh with a commemorative stamp1, akin to a 1939 Nazi propaganda illustration2, the United 
Nations responds with inaction. 

 
 

 

 

 
1 Lucia de la Torre, “Azerbaijani postal stamps accused of spreading anti-Armenian propaganda”, The Calvert 
Journal (12 January 2021), online: <www.calvertjournal.com/articles/show/12442/azerbaijan-stamps-nagorno-
karabakh-war-anti-armenian-propaganda>. 
2 Ryan Grenoble, “This Daily Mail Anti-Refugee Cartoon Is Straight Out Of Nazi Germany”, HuffPost (17 
November 2015), online: <www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/daily-mail-nazi-refugee-rat-
cartoon_n_564b526ee4b06037734ae115?ri18n=true>. 
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Introduction 

On September 27, 2020, Azerbaijan, with the command-and-control support of Turkey, 

as well as Syrian mercenaries3, launched an unprovoked military attack against the Republic of 

Artsakh, also known as Nagorno-Karabagh. The combined military firepower of these aggressors 

was grossly disproportionate to Artsakh defense army’s capabilities. Despite multiple calls by 

the international community to cease hostilities, including UN Secretary-General issuing urgent 

appeal for a global ceasefire,4 despite UN High Commissioner for Human Rights underscoring 

the direct threat of wars during a pandemic to public health and lives,5 and despite UN Security 

Council’s passage of Resolution S/RES/2532 (2020),6 expressing grave concerns about the 

devastating impact of the COVID-19 pandemic across the world,  Azerbaijan and Turkey 

nevertheless commenced an act of ethnic cleansing against the Republic of Artsakh.  

The brutality of the Azeri-Turkish aggression including deliberate targeting of civilians, 

civilian infrastructure, cultural monuments, summary executions of Prisoners of War (POW), 

beheadings of civilians, inhumane treatment of both civilians and POWs including mutilation 

and torture, was in clear violation of numerous international laws, all with the ultimate purpose 

of ethnic cleansing of the Armenian population from the Republic of Artsakh, lands which have 

been home to the Armenian people for nearly 3000 years.7  

Historic Context 

Azerbaijani state sponsored hatred of the Armenians goes back to the Armenian 

Genocide of 1915. Armenia, Artsakh and Azerbaijan were absorbed into the Soviet Union in 

1920, and in July of 1921, Artsakh was forcibly and arbitrarily annexed to the Azerbaijan Soviet 

Socialist Republic (Azerbaijan SSR) under Stalin’s direction.8 When the Republic of Artsakh 

 
3 Ed Butler, “The Syrian mercenaries used as 'cannon fodder' in Nagorno-Karabakh”, BBC News (10 December 
2020), online:  <www-bbc-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/stories-55238803>. 
4 United Nations, “Global Ceasefire”, online: <www.un.org/en/globalceasefire>. 
5 United Nations, “UN rights chief warns of possible war crimes in Nagorno-Karabakh conflict” (2 November 2020) 
online: <news.un.org/en/story/2020/11/1076672>. 
6 On cessation of hostilities in the context of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, SC Res 2352, 
UNSCOR, 2000, UN Doc S/RES/2532. 
7 Shahen Avakian, Nagorno Karabagh: Legal Aspects, 5th ed (Moscow: MIA Publishers, 2015), at 8, online (pdf): 
<karabakhfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Legal-Aspects_Nagorno-Karabagh_en_2015.pdf>. 
8 Otto Luchterhandt, Nagorny Karabakh’s Right to State Independence According to International Law (Boston: 
Baikar Association Inc., 1993) at 32. 
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passed a resolution requesting a transfer to Soviet Armenia’s jurisdiction on 20 February 1988,9 

mobs of ethnic Azerbaijanis formed into groups and attacked and killed Armenians in the streets 

and in their apartments throughout Azerbaijan SSR.10 Thousands of innocent Armenian men, 

women and children, were indiscriminately butchered, leading to the forcible expulsion of 

390,000 Armenians from Azerbaijan SSR.11 These atrocities have since been known as the 1988 

Sumgait Pogrom, the Kirovabad Pogrom, the Baku Pogrom of January 199012, the siege of 

Stepanakert of 1991 and the Maragha massacre of 1992. As a result of these and many other anti-

Armenian atrocities coupled with the proclamation of Nagorno-Karabakh Republic as an 

independent state on September 2, 1991, Azerbaijan, Republics of Armenia and Nagorno-

Karabakh engaged in a full-blown war resulting in 30,000 deaths and the displacement of over 

one million people on both sides.13 The Armenians of Artsakh had no other choice but to defend 

themselves against over 70 years of oppression, pogroms, genocide, ethnic and cultural cleansing 

in their ancestral lands. After two years of brutal fighting, on May 12, 1994, a cessation of 

hostilities was signed between the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic, the Azerbaijani Republic and 

the Republic of Armenia.14 With the exception of a few skirmishes between Artsakh and 

Azerbaijan, the situation between the two States had been relatively stable since 1994. Both sides 

had been engaged in active negotiations through the Organization for Security and Cooperation 

in Europe (OSCE) established in 1992 and led by Russia, France, and the United States. 

 
War Crimes 

Annex A of this paper contains a catalogue of war crimes committed by Azerbaijan and 

Turkey against the indigenous Armenians of Artsakh. It should be noted that the videos and 

pictures in Annex A are graphic and uncensored. The evidence at Annex A is by no means an 

exhaustive list, rather, for the purposes of brevity only a few examples are chosen for display. 

 
9 Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of Artsakh, Karabakh in 1988: The beginning of the modern stage of 
national-liberation struggle, at para 3, online: <www.nkr.am/en/karabakh-national-liberation-movement>. 
10 Jacques Derrida et al, “An Open Letter on Anti-Armenian Pogroms in the Soviet Union” The New York Review 
(27 September 1990), online: <www.nybooks.com/articles/1990/09/27/an-open-letter-on-anti-armenian-pogroms-in-
the-sov/>. 
11 Ibid.  
12 Ibid. 
13 UNHCR, “UNHCR publication for CIS Conference (Displacement in the CIS) – Conflicts in the Caucasus” (1 
May 1996), online: <www.unhcr.org/publications/refugeemag/3b5583fd4/unhcr-publication-cis-conference-
displacement-cis-conflicts-caucasus.html>. 
14 “22 Years Ago Today, Karabakh-Azerbaijan Ceasefire Agreement Was Signed”, Armenian National Committee 
of America, online: <anca.org/22-years-ago-today-karabakh-azerbaijan-ceasefire-agreement-was-signed/>. 
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For additional evidence of war crimes, the War crimes Drop Box folder15 can be accessed 

through the link provided. However, the evidence in the Drop Box folder is also not exhaustive 

as new evidence of such war crimes is made available daily.  

 

Beheadings and Mutilations 

Azerbaijani military forces have been beheading Armenian POWs and civilians during 

their most recent act of aggression in Artsakh and some of the criminals have recorded their 

crimes and posted them on various social media platforms. However, violence against 

Armenians was not limited to physical atrocities as one Azerbaijani soldier beheaded an 

Armenian POW and then called the deceased soldier’s brother to informed him that his brother’s 

head has been cut off, and that the photo would be posted on the Internet.16 In another video, an 

Azerbaijani soldier can be seen to pin down an elderly Armenian man, as the Armenian man is 

crying and begging for his life, while the soldier begins to cut off the man’s head. In this video, 

another man can be seen who passes the knife to the murderer. The second individual has been 

identified as an Azerbaijani media “influencer” who was awarded with military medals for his 

“heroism” during the recent Azerbaijani aggression. 17 These willful killings of civilians is in 

clear violation of   

1. Rome Statute - Article 7(1) (a) and/or Article 8(2) (a)(i),18  

2. First Geneva Convention - Article 50; 3. Second Geneva Convention - Article 51,19  

3. Third Geneva Convention - Article 130,20 

 
15 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “Az War Crime Video Documentation”, online: 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AAA_ejLM7Ws5glDtHxJIpc24a?dl=0&fbclid>. 
16 “Azeris Behead Armenian Soldier, Post Photo On Social Media & Call His Brother Taunting Him.” Zartonk 
Media (18 October 2020), online: <zartonkmedia.com/2020/10/18/breaking-news-azeris-behead-armenian-soldier-
post-photo-on-social-media-call-his-brother-taunting-him/>. 
17 “Kamil Zeynalli, Who Participated In The Beheading Of An Old Man During The War, Awarded A Medal In 
Azerbaijan”, Zartonk Media (6 February 2021), online: <zartonkmedia.com/2021/02/06/kamil-zeynalli-who-
participated-in-the-beheading-of-an-old-man-during-the-war-awarded-a-medal-in-azerbaijan/>. 
18 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 17 July 1998, 2178 UNTS 3 arts 7(1)(a), 8(2)(a)(i) (entered into 
force 1 July 2002) [Rome Statute]. 
19 Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field), 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 31 art 50 [First Geneva Convention]; 
Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed 
Forces at Sea, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 85 art 51 [Second 
Geneva Convention]. 
20 Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 135 art 130 [Third Geneva Convention]. 
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4. Fourth Geneva Convention - Article 147,21  

5. Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions - Article 51(1), (2), (6), 75(2)(a)(i)(iv),22 

6. Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions - Article 4(2)(a) and Article 13(2),23 

7. UN Convention Against Torture (UNCAT) - Article 2.24  

 

To understand the extent of Azerbaijani State led violence it is important to mention the 

case of Ramil Safarov, who brutally murdered an Armenian officer, Gurgen Margaryan, while he 

was asleep, by decapitating him with sixteen blows of an axe during the night of February 19, 

2004 in Budapest. Ironically, this crime took place at a NATO Partnership for Peace training as 

many nationalities were there to learn English at the language school.25 On 13 April 2006, the 

Budapest City Court found Safarov guilty of premeditated murder of Gurgen Margaryan and 

attempted murder of another Armenian at the school and sentenced him to life in prison.26 

During his interrogation by the Budapest City police, Safarov stated:  

“I feel sorry that I haven’t killed any Armenians… if there would have been more 

Armenians at school and if I would have the possibility, I would not only try to kill two 

persons, but rather I would commit the crime on all. However, this was the first and I 

didn’t have the chance to prepare more punctually to commit this action.”27  

 

From Safarov’s comments alone it is clear how deeply rooted state sponsored 

Armenophobia is in Azerbaijan, but this story gets even more disturbing. After spending 8 years 

in Hungarian prison, on 31 Aug 2012, Safarov was extradited to Azerbaijan to serve the 

remainder of his sentence. However, as soon as Safarov’s airplane touched the ground in 

 
21 Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 287 art 147 [Fourth Geneva Convention]. 
22 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection 
of Victims of International Armed Conflicts, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 8 June 1977, 1125 
UNTS 3 arts 51(1), (2), (6), 75(2)(a)(i)(iv) [Protocol I]. 
23 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of 
Non-International Armed Conflicts, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 8 June 1977, 1125 UNTS 
609 arts 4(2)(a), 13(2) [Protocol II]. 
24 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 10 December 
1984, 1465 UNTS 85 (entered into force 26 June 1987) [UNCAT]. 
25 “European Court rules against Azerbaijan but clears Hungary in axe-murder case” OC Media (1 June 2020) 
online: <oc-media.org/european-court-rules-against-azerbaijan-but-clears-hungary-in-axe-murder-case/>. 
26 Ibid. 
27 “Ramil Safarov's first interrogation” Budapest Case, online: <budapest.sumgait.info/safarov-interrogation.htm>. 
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Azerbaijan, the President of Azerbaijan fully pardoned Safarov, promoted him to the rank of 

Major, provided Safarov back-pay for the 8 years he spent in prison, and gave Safarov a free 

apartment. Ramil Safarov was welcomed in Azerbaijan as a national hero as large crowds in the 

streets of Baku cheered for Safarov’s heroism and sacrifice.28 

The recent Azerbaijani war crimes in Artsakh are based on the same deeply ingrained 

state sponsored Armenophobia that animated Safarov’s inhumanity, that still animates all Azeri 

soldiers in and around Artsakh.  

 

Summary executions 

 Summary executions were rampant in the recent Azeri aggression against Artsakh. 

Numerous photos and videos have been posted on Azeri social media accounts of such war 

crimes. In one such video, nineteen Armenian POWs can be seen lying dead, while some of them 

have their hands handcuffed behind their backs and others naked,29 in clear violation of; 

8. Rome Statute Article 7(1)(a),30  

9. Article 8(2)(c)(i) and (iv), 31  

10. Geneva Convention Protocol I Article 75(2)(a)(i).32  

 

In yet another video, two Armenian captives from Artsakh, a 73-year-old and a 25-year-

old man are wrapped with the Armenian flag and are shot dead by Azerbaijani forces.33 Annex A 

of this paper and the War crimes Drop Box folder contain many more examples of such 

atrocities.  

 

Torture, cruel and inhuman treatment 

Cruel treatment of captured Armenian POWs and civilians was a normal daily routine for 

the Azeris in Artsakh, as the roots for such inhumanity stems from Azerbaijan’s state sponsored 

 
28 Ibid. 
29 “Azerbaijan Social Media Has Published Photos of Armenian Corpses Many of Which Were Executed Prisoners 
of War.” Zartonk Media (30 October 2020) online: <zartonkmedia.com/2020/10/30/breaking-azerbaijan-social-
media-has-published-photos-of-armenian-corpses-many-of-which-were-executed-prisoners-of-war/>. 
30 Rome Statute, supra note 22. 
31 Ibid arts 8(2)(c)(i), 8(2)(c)(iv). 
32 Protocol I, supra note 26. 
33 Grigor Atanesian & Benjamin Strick “Nagorno-Karabakh conflict: 'Execution' video prompts war crime probe” 
BBC News (24 October 2020), online: <www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54645254>. 
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Armenophobia and a cultural normalization to such acts stemming from the numerous pogroms 

in the late 1980s committed against the Armenians throughout Azerbaijan SSR.34 For instance, 

one of the Azeri soldiers posted a video of an elderly Armenian man being kicked and humiliated 

by Azeri soldiers.35 In another video, an Armenian man is seen sitting down on the ground with 

his hands tied behind his back and being kicked in the face.36 Another video shows an elderly 

Armenian man pinned down to the ground while an Azeri soldier cuts off one of his ears and 

slams his face on the ground,37 all in clear violation of: 

11. Rome Statute - Article 8(2)(a) (ii) and (iii), and (b)(vi),38  

12. IMT Charter (Nuremberg) - Article 6(b),39  

13. First Geneva Convention - Article 50,40  

14. Second Geneva Convention - Article 51,41 

15. Third Geneva Convention - Article 12, 13, and 130,42  

16. Fourth Geneva Convention - Article 32 and 147,43  

17. Protocol I to the Geneva Convention - Article 75(2),44  

18. Protocol II to the Geneva Convention - Article 4(2)(a) and (e),45  

19. UN Convention Against Torture (UNCAT) - Article 2.46  

 

 
34 Jacques Derrida et al, “An Open Letter on Anti-Armenian Pogroms in the Soviet Union” The New York Review, 
(27 September 1990), online: <www.nybooks.com/articles/1990/09/27/an-open-letter-on-anti-armenian-pogroms-in-
the-sov/>. 
35 Artak Beglaryan, (19 November 2020), online (video): Facebook 
<www.facebook.com/100000847389707/videos/3730458263659050/>. 
36 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “11-2. civilians – tortured.MP4”, online (video): 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AAAx20pawFCaYJ_Udauo4oAba/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C%
20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Captured%20Civilians%20-%20Torture%2C%20Humiliation%2C%20mu
tilation%20%26%20Execution?dl=0&preview=11-2.+civilians+-+tortured.MP4&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
37 “Azerbaijani armed forces torture an elderly Armenian man in his home, cut off his ear and slam his face on the 
floor”, Azeriwarcrimes.org (10 November 2020) online: <azeriwarcrimes.org/2020/11/10/elderly-man-ear-cut-off/>. 
38 Rome Statute, supra note 22 arts 8(2)(a)(i), (iii), (b)(vi). 
39 Agreement for the Prosecution and Punishment of the Major War Criminals of the European Axis, 8 August 1945, 
82 UNTS 279 at 287 [IMT Charter]. 
40 First Geneva Convention, supra note 23 art 50. 
41 Second Geneva Convention, supra note 23 art 51. 
42 Third Geneva Convention, supra note 24 arts 12, 13, 130. 
43 Fourth Geneva Convention, supra note 25 arts 32, 147. 
44 Protocol I, supra note 26 art 75(2). 
45 Protocol II, supra note 27 arts 4(2)(a), (e). 
46 UNCAT, supra note 28 art 2. 
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Numerous videos have emerged on various social media platforms of Azerbaijani 

soldiers transporting and torturing Armenian POWs and civilians. In one video, 4 Armenian 

civilians are being transported in a small cargo compartment, in unsanitary conditions, being 

forced to repeat multiple times that Karabakh is Azerbaijan. These civilians were travelling from 

Stepanakert to Martuni, in the Republic of Artsakh, to deliver humanitarian aid when they were 

captured.47 Furthermore, an Armenian citizen Davit, 40, and two Artsakh citizens Elza, 75 and 

Benik 85 have gone missing on November 11 on their way to Artsakh.48 Two Lebanese 

Armenians have also gone missing in Artsakh.49 Four months after the war ended, Azerbaijan is 

still holding about 240 Armenians of which roughly ten percent are civilians.50 Though Armenia 

has released all Azerbaijani POWs, Azerbaijan is intentionally withholding the release of 

captured Armenians in order to inflict psychological suffering on the Armenian community. 

Such acts of forced disappearances are in clear violation of: 

20. Rome Statute - Article 7(e), (h), and/or (i),51 

21. Fourth Geneva Convention - Article 34,52 

22. Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions - Article 4(2)(c).53 

 

Armenophobia in Azerbaijan is deeply ingrained in the national consciousness and 

people whose surnames sound Armenian are not allowed entry into Azerbaijan, and those that do 

end up entering may find themselves in jail on trumped up with charges.54 The Russian 

government has formally complained to Azerbaijan about its Armenophobic policies as 25 

Russians in 2017 have been denied entry to Azerbaijan because they had Armenian names. 

Azerbaijan’s state policy of anti-Armenian sentiment is akin to antisemitism in Nazi Germany. 

 
47 Zartonkmedia, “Azerbaijanis kidnap & torture 4 Armenian civilians...” (15 November 2020) online: Instagram 
<www.instagram.com/p/CHoiSiTHQiD/>. 
48 Thearmenianreport, “Armenian man and two elderly Artsakhtsis get taken hostage.” (16 November 2020) online: 
Instagram <www.instagram.com/p/CHqdivxngA_/>. 
49 “Armenpress: 2 Lebanese Armenians go missing in Artsakh since cessation of hostilities” NEWS.am (26 
November 2020) online: <news.am/eng/news/615690.html>. 
50 Tanya Lokshina, “Survivors of unlawful detention in Nagorno-Karabakh speak out about war crimes” Human 
Rights Watch (12 March 2021), online: <www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/12/survivors-unlawful-detention-nagorno-
karabakh-speak-out-about-war-crimes>. 
51 Rome Statute, supra note 22 arts 7(e), (h), (i). 
52 Fourth Geneva Convention, supra note 25. 
53 Protocol II, supra note 27 art 4(2)(c). 
54 Lucy Poghosyan & Vanuhi Karapetyan, “A Witchhunt on YANs or another case of Armenophobia by 
Azerbaijan”, Armenpress (14 September 2019) online: <armenpress.am/eng/news/988089.html>. 
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Armenophobia starts at an early age in Azerbaijan, as in one video Azerbaijani pre-school 

children are taught to hate Armenians as part of Baku’s state policy of Armenophobia, taught in 

schools across Azerbaijan.55 The dehumanization of Armenians throughout Azerbaijan is what 

made it easy for the Azeri soldiers to commit acts of genocide against the Armenians of Artsakh. 

Annex B of this paper illustrates some examples of anti-Armenian sentiment by Azeri people.  

 

Ill treatment of the dead 

A torrent of videos and pictures have emerged on social media platforms depicting 

mutilations of fallen Armenian soldiers.56 In one video, a truck can be seen driving over fallen 

Armenian soldiers.57 In another video, a fallen Armenian soldier is being stabbed in the face with 

a knife, while another video depicts two fallen Armenian soldiers tied to a truck and being 

dragged on a dirt road,58 in contravention of: 

23. Fourth Geneva Convention - Article 16,59 

24. Protocol I of the Geneva Convention - Article 34,60 

25. Protocol II of the Geneva Convention - Article 4(2)(e),61 

26. Rome Statute - Article 8(2) (b)(xxi).62 

 

 

 

 

 

 
55 “How Azerbaijani Children Are Taught to HATE Armenians”, Asbarez (16 March 2018), online: 
<asbarez.com/171014/how-azerbaijani-children-are-taught-to-hate-armenians/>. 
56 “Bodies of Armenian soldiers mutilated in Azerbaijan: Nagorno Karabakh demands punishment”, Armenpress (11 
April 2016), online: <armenpress.am/eng/news/843013/corpses-of-armenian-soldiers-mutilated-in-azerbaijan-
nagorno-karabakh-demands-punishment.html>. 
57 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “18. Humiliating & celebrating their death.mov”, online (video): Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AAAjElwpwvXt5O0xhLkxBkGHa/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C%
20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Desecrating%20Dead%20Bodies?dl=0&preview=18.+Humiliating+%26+
celebrating+their+death.mov&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
58 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “Mutilating the Dead”, online (video): Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AADOwe9igH234Zw95dUN3yoPa/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C
%20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Mutilating%20the%20Dead?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
59 Fourth Geneva Convention, supra note 25 art 16. 
60 Protocol I, supra note 26 art 34. 
61 Protocol II, supra note 27 art 4(2)(e). 
62 Rome Statute, supra note 22 art 8(2)(b)(xxi). 
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Destruction of civilian areas, including hospitals, schools and other non-military infrastructure 

In an effort to drive the Armenians out of Artsakh, Azerbaijan conducted night bombings 

in the capital of Artsakh, Stepanakert.63 Azerbaijan also shelled civilians64 and civilian 

infrastructure in Stepanakert using Israeli suicide drones,65 including kindergartens.66 Over a 

dozen towns/villages and civilian settlements were shelled, bombed, and attacked. Azerbaijan 

also shelled medical units and establishments, including the bombing of a maternity hospital,67 

and a children’s hospital.68 On one occasion, an ambulance carrying a wounded soldier from the 

frontline was ambushed by Azeri troops in Artsakh, and Armenian combat medic Sasha 

Rustamyan was gunned down.69 Azeri soldiers were disguised as Armenian troops when 

ambushing the ambulance. Such acts of violence are in contravention of:  

27. 1907 Hague Regulations Article 27,70  

28. First Geneva Convention Article 19,71  

29. Fourth Geneva Convention Article 18,72   

30. Protocol I to the Geneva Convention Article 12,73 

31. Rome Statute - Article 8(2)(b) (ix),74 

32. Protocol I to the Geneva Convention Articles 51(2), 51(4), 51(5), and 52(1),75   

 
63 “Stepanakert’s Civilians Were Bombed The Entire Night By Azerbaijani Fire.”, Zartonk Media (October 8 2020) 
online: <zartonkmedia.com/2020/10/08/stepanakerts-civilians-were-bombed-the-entire-night-by-azerbaijani-fire/>. 
64 “Azerbaijan Is Currently Bombarding Stepanakert & Martuni’s Civilian Areas With Strong Missiles.”, Zartonk 
Media (23 October 2020), online: <zartonkmedia.com/2020/10/23/azerbaijan-is-currently-bombarding-stepanakert-
martunis-civilian-areas-with-strong-missiles/>. 
65 “Azerbaijani Missiles & Suicide Drones Hitting Artsakh’s Capital City, Stepanakert.”, Zartonk Media (7 October 
2020), online: <zartonkmedia.com/2020/10/07/azerbaijani-missiles-suicide-drones-hitting-artsakhs-capital-city-
stepanakert/>. 
66 Patrick Lancaster, “Artillery Hits Kindergarten Today in the Armenia-Azerbaijan War” (14 October 2020), online 
(video): YouTube <www.youtube.com/watch?v=vacnhaSWmEE&feature=youtu.be>. 
67 “Azeris Continue Shelling Artsakh, Striking A Hospital In The North-East.”, Zartonk Media (14 October 2020), 
online: <zartonkmedia.com/2020/10/14/azeris-continue-shelling-artsakh-striking-a-hospital-in-the-north-east/>. 
68 “Turkish F-16 Jets Strike Stepanakert’s Children’s Hospital With Heavy Missiles, Mass Destruction Reported.”, 
(28 October 2020) Zartonk Media, online: zartonkmedia.com/2020/10/28/turkish-f-16-jets-strike-stepanakerts-
childrens-hospital-with-heavy-missiles-mass-destruction-reported/  
69 “Azeri Soldiers Disguised As Armenian Troops, Ambush Ambulance & Kill An Armenian Doctor Who Hurried 
To Help.” (4 November 2020) Zartonk Media, online: zartonkmedia.com/2020/11/04/azeri-soldiers-disguised-as-
armenian-troops-ambush-ambulance-kill-an-armenian-doctor-who-hurried-to-help/  
70 Hague Convention (IV) Respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land and Its Annex: Regulations 
Concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land, 18 October 1907, Annex to the Convention: Regulations 
Respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land, art 27 [Hague Convention 1907]. 
71 First Geneva Convention, supra note 23 art 19. 
72 Fourth Geneva Convention, supra note 25 art 18. 
73 Protocol I, supra note 26 art 12. 
74 Rome Statute, supra note 22 art 8(2)(b)(ix). 
75 Protocol I, supra note 26 arts 51(2), 51(4), 51(5), 52(1). 
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33. Rome Statute Article 8(2)(a) (iv), and 2(b) (i), (ii), (iv), (v).76 

34. Protocol I to the Geneva Convention Article 39(2) and;  

35. Rome Statute, Article 8(2)(b)(vii).  

 

Destruction of churches, monasteries, and cultural monuments 

Destruction of ancient Armenian cultural monuments has been a state sponsored 

systematic act of cultural genocide committed by Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan’s most egregious act of 

cultural genocide occurred in Nakhichevan (part of Azerbaijan) where 89 Armenian churches, 

5,840 cross-stones, and 22,000 flat tombstones estimated to be 1,500 years old were smashed 

with heavy machinery and sledgehammers77 in order to erase any historic evidence that 

Armenians have been living on those lands for thousands of years. During the most recent 

aggression, Azerbaijan bombed The Holy Saviour Ghazanchetsots Cathedral (built in 1888),78 

attacks were reported on the Saint John the Baptist Church of Shushi (1818), on Tigranakert 

fortress of Artsakh (1st c. BC – 13th c. AD), destroyed Ancient Armenian cultural sites,79 

bulldozed Armenian statues,80 desecrated a chapel,81 desecrated graveyards,82 and many more 

such acts in violation of 

36. Rome Statute - Article 8(2)(b) (ix),83 

37. 1899 and 1907 Hague Regulations - Article 27,84 

38. International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia Articles 3 (b) and (d),85 

39. The Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 Article 56.86  

 
76 Rome Statute, supra note 22 arts 8(2)(a)(iv), 2(b)(i), (ii), (iv), (v). 
77 Dale Berning Sawa, “Monumental loss: Azerbaijan and 'the worst cultural genocide of the 21st century'”, The 
Guardian (1 March 2019), online: <www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/mar/01/monumental-loss-azerbaijan-
cultural-genocide-khachkars>. 
78 NEWS AM, “Ադրբեջանը հարվածել է Շուշիի խորհրդանիշին՝ Ղազանչեցոց եկեղեցուն” (8 October 2020), 
online (video): YouTube <www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSH0B_YqqVw&feature=youtu.be>. 
79 “[ISIS handbook] Azerbaijani army destroying religious monument in Artsakh Republic (Karabakh)”, online 
(video): <streamable.com/1ban91>. 
80 thearmosphere (19 November 2020), online (video): Instagram 
<www.instagram.com/p/CHwtz3Gn0ju/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link>. 
81 thearmosphere (28 December 2020), online (video): Instagram <www.instagram.com/p/CJVnAyFnHEg/>. 
82 thearmosphere (9 December 2020), online (video): Instagram 
<www.instagram.com/p/CIkT7IkHR_X/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link>. 
83 Rome Statute, supra note 22 art 8(2)(b)(ix). 
84 Hague Convention (II) with Respect to the Laws and Customs of War on Land and Its Annex: Regulations 
Concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land, 29 July 1899, Annex to the Convention: Regulations 
Respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land, art 27; Supra note 76. 
85 SC Res 827, UNSCOR, Special Supp, UN Doc S/25626 (1993) arts 3(b), (d). 
86 Supra note 90 art 27. 
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Azerbaijan used cluster munitions indiscriminately as they targeted civilian districts in 

Artsakh.87 Azerbaijan also used Phosphorus munitions88 to burn down the forests in Artsakh 

where civilians were hiding during the war, in contravention of: 

40. Protocol III of the 1980 Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, Article 1-2,89 

41. Protocol I to the Geneva Convention Article 51(1),90 and 

42. The Chemical Weapons Convention - Article VII(1).91 

 

Use of mercenaries  

Turkey played a major role in the recent Artsakh war since Turkey provided Azerbaijan 

with intelligence, drones, military command and control, as well as recruited roughly 2,000 

Syrian jihadi mercenaries to fight against the Armenians. The Armenian side was able to capture 

a few Syrian mercenaries, and during an interview with one such captive, he informed the 

Armenian custody officers that the Syrians were promised a salary of $2,000 a month to fight in 

Artsakh, also they were given orders to kill as many Armenians as possible, including a $100 

bonus for each decapitated Armenian head. Moreover, the Azerbaijanis as well as the Syrians 

were also provided with special knives for decapitations.92 This account was also confirmed by 

another Syrian captured by the Armenians and he confirmed the special orders they had received 

for decapitating as many Armenians as they could for an additional $100 per heard. Use of 

mercenaries is in contravention of  

43. Protocol I to the Geneva Convention - Article 47(1),93  

 
87 Human Rights Watch, News Release, “Azerbaijan: Cluster Munitions Used in Nagorno-Karabakh” (23 October 
2020), online: <www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/23/azerbaijan-cluster-munitions-used-nagorno-karabakh>. 
88 The Armenian Mirror-Spectator “Evidence of Azerbaijan’s Use of Chemical Weapons Unveiled” (10 December 
2020), online: <https://mirrorspectator.com/2020/12/10/evidence-of-azerbaijans-use-of-chemical-weapons-
unveiled/> 
89 Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed 
to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, United Nations, 10 October 1980, 1342 UNTS 137 art 
50. 
90 Protocol I, supra note 26 art 51(1). 
91 The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons 
and on their Destruction, International Committee of the Red Cross, 3 September 2002, 1975 UNTS 45 art VII(1). 
92 ARMENIA – ՀԱՅԱՍՏԱՆ, “Full Interrogation of captured Azerbaijani Syrian Mercenary by Armenian 
Investigation Committee” (3 November 2020) at 00h:09m:30s, online (video): YouTube 
<www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RtKQg77ymk&feature=youtu.be>. 
93 Protocol I, supra note 26 art 47(1). 
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44. International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of 

Mercenaries - Article 2 and 5(1).94 

 

One 23-year-old mercenary from Idlib, speaking with a reporter, reveals that he travelled 

as part of a contingent of 1,000 Syrian men from the Turkish-backed Sultan Murad, Suleiman 

Shah and Al Hamza divisions on 24 September,95 flying from Istanbul to Azerbaijan via Turkish 

military cargo planes. Data from the Flight Radar website, which tracks aircraft movements, as 

well as geo-located pictures and coordinates sent to the Guardian new outlet, confirm his 

account. Syrians posted to Nagorno-Karabakh were provided the blue uniforms that are standard 

issue to Azerbaijani border guards.96 The use of Turkish-backed foreign terrorist fighters in 

Artsakh is a well-known fact that has been confirmed by international media, world leaders, and 

many international bodies such as the UN Working Group on Mercenaries. Some of the captured 

mercenaries have also revealed the chain of events from recruitment to their transfer to 

Artsakh.97 

 

 
 
 

 
94 International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries, 4 December 
1989, 2163 UNTS 75 (entered into force 20 October 2001). 
95 Lindsey Snell, “‘No one cares if we die’: Ex-Syrian rebels recount Nagorno-Karabakh nightmare as ‘disposable 
force for Turkey’”, The Gray Zone (26 February 2021), online: <thegrayzone.com/2021/02/26/syrian-rebels-
nagorno-karabakh-turkey/>. 
96 Bethan McKernan, “Syrian recruit describes role of foreign fighters in Nagorno-Karabakh”, The Guardian (2 
October 2020), online: <www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/02/syrian-recruit-describes-role-of-foreign-fighters-
in-nagorno-karabakh>. See also United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, News Release, 
“Mercenaries in and around the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone must be withdrawn – UN experts” (11 November 
2020), online <www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26494&LangID=E>. See also 
Bethan McKernan, “Syrian rebel fighters prepare to deploy to Azerbaijan in sign of Turkey’s ambition”, The 
Guardian (28 September 2020), online: <www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/28/syrian-rebel-fighters-prepare-to-
deploy-to-azerbaijan-in-sign-of-turkeys-ambition>. See also Kareem Fahim, Isabelle Khurshudyan & Zakaria 
Zakaria, “Deaths of Syrian mercenaries show how Turkey, Russia could get sucked into Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict”, The Washington Post (14 October 2020), online: 
<www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/azerbaijan-armenia-turkey-nagorno-karabakh/2020/10/13/2cdca1e6-
08bf-11eb-8719-0df159d14794_story.html>. See also Raja Abdulrahim, “Turkish-Backed Syrian Fighters Join 
Armenian-Azeri Conflict”, The Wall Street Journal (14 October 2020), online: <www.wsj.com/articles/turkish-
backed-syrian-fighters-join-armenian-azeri-conflict-11602625885>. See also Liz Cookman, “Syrians Make Up 
Turkey’s Proxy Army in Nagorno-Karabakh”, Foreign Policy (5 October 2020), online: 
<foreignpolicy.com/2020/10/05/nagorno-karabakh-syrians-turkey-armenia-azerbaijan/>. 
97 Siranush Ghazanchyan, “Impunity inspires and entails new crimes, Armenian FM tells Al Arabiya”, Public Radio 
of Armenia (12 March 2021), online: <en.armradio.am/2021/03/12/impunity-inspires-and-entails-new-crimes-
armenian-fm-tells-al-arabiya/>. 
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Crimes of Aggression  
 

The joint Azeri-Turkish aggression against Artsakh is a violation of both codified and 

customary international law which prohibit the use of force, unless attacked, and only then, a 

proportionate force must be used. Article 51 of the UN Charter states that sovereign nations have 

an inherent right to self-defense, this right is allowed only “if an armed attack occurs against a 

Member of the United Nations.”98 No such “armed attack” took place by either Artsakh or the 

Republic of Armenia against Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan and Turkey have violated international laws 

as neither the conditions of “self-defense” nor of “pre-emptive self-defense” ever existed. Article 

2 (3) of the UN Charter makes clear that “all Members shall settle their international disputes by 

peaceful means in such a manner that international peace, security and justice, are not 

endangered.”99   

Putting aside that there was no evidence of an armed attack against Azerbaijan by 

Artsakh, nor anything rising to such level as to permit Azerbaijan’s invocation of self-defense, 

Azerbaijan has waived any self-defense argument by committing the following: (1) inhuman 

treatment of all captured Armenians, torture, executions and beheadings of captive Armenian 

civilians and POWs; (2) widespread destruction of civilian infrastructure; (3) destruction of 

cultural and religious heritage; and (4) propagation of anti-Armenian hate speech by the 

Azerbaijani political leadership and public figures, encouraging identity-based crimes against 

Armenians.100 Reports by the Human Rights Defenders of Armenia and Artsakh contain 

abundant evidence documenting the barbaric atrocities committed by the Azerbaijani armed 

forces against captured ethnic Armenian civilians and POWs, detailing the torture, mutilation 

and killing of captured Armenian civilians even after the 9 November 2020 ceasefire 

agreement.101 

 Moreover, Azerbaijan’s justification for ceasing portions of Artsakh, such as the city of 

Shushi, is its inappropriate reliance on UN Resolution 884. The wording of UN Resolution 884 

 
98 Charter of the United Nations, 26 June 1945, Can TS 1945 No 7 art 51.  
99 Ibid, art 2(3).  
100 “Armenian Ambassador to UN: Azerbaijan’s Actions Set Dangerous Precedent”, The Armenian Mirror-Spectator 
(21 January 2021), online: <mirrorspectator.com/2021/01/21/armenian-ambassador-to-un-azerbaijans-actions-set-
dangerous-precedent/>. 
101 The Republic of Artsakh Human Rights Ombudsman, Second Interim Report: On the Atrocities Against the 
Artsakh Population in September-October 2020 (Stepanakert: 18 October 2020), online: 
<artsakhombuds.am/en/document/735>. 
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is very troubling as it “calls upon the Government of Armenia to use its influence to achieve 

compliance by the Armenians of the Nagorno Karabakh region of the Azerbaijani Republic 

(emphasis added) …” In this Resolution, the UN Security Council appears to have declared 

Artsakh as a “region of the Azerbaijani Republic.” UN Security Council has no authority 

whatsoever to make any decisions regarding statehood or territorial limits through its resolutions. 

The only principal UN organ vested with such powers is the International Court of Justice (ICJ). 

Therefore, Azerbaijan’s reliance on UN Resolutions 884 to support its territorial claim to 

Artsakh is wholly inappropriate since the international borders between Armenia, Artsakh and 

Azerbaijan were never established under international law in the 20th century prior to absorption 

into the USSR,102 and any such determinations other than by the ICJ is non-binding. 

Moreover, the UN Security Council did not adopt any of the Resolutions under Chapter 

VII, which is the only avenue to mandate the use of force, and the sole prerogative of which lies 

with the UN Security Council. Therefore, any use of force by Azerbaijan against Artsakh and its 

people is inconsistent with the UN Charter and a violation of international law as an act of 

aggression. Azerbaijan’s pretense of implementing Resolutions 884 to justify its use of force 

against Artsakh is invalid and completely illegal. Additionally, as per Judge Cançado Trindade;  

 
“no State can invoke territorial integrity in order to commit atrocities (such as the 
practices of torture, and ethnic cleansing, and massive forced displacement of the 
population), nor perpetrate them on the assumption of State sovereignty, nor 
commit atrocities and then rely on a claim of territorial integrity...” 103 

 

The territories of Artsakh that Azerbaijan is currently occupying have been seized 

illegally by acts of genocide, and if Artsakh successfully secedes from Azerbaijan, then all 

currently occupied territories of Artsakh must also be freed of Azeri occupation and handed back 

to its rightful inhabitants.  

 

 

 

 
102 Sheila Paylan et al. “The Case For Canada’s Recognition Of The Republic Of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) As A 
Measure Of The Responsibility To Protect” (25 November 2020) at 17, online (pdf): <anccanada.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/The-Case-for-Canadas-Recognition-of-Artsakh-under-R2P-25-Nov-2020.pdf>. 
103 Accordance with International Law of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence in Respect of Kosovo, 
Advisory Opinion, [2010] ICJ Rep 403 at 523 [Law of Unilateral Declaration]. 
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Armenophobia as a state policy and cultural identity in Azerbaijan.  

According to the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), 

Armenians are "the most vulnerable group in Azerbaijan in the field of racism and racial 

discrimination."104 According to a 2011 opinion poll, 94% of Azerbaijanis perceive Armenia as 

"the biggest enemy of Azerbaijan.”105 According to Dr. Nerses Kopolyan, “Armenophobia is not 

simply an exercise in cultural, racial, and political chauvinism; it is also a necessary precondition 

of Azeri nationalism.”106 

Azerbaijani state sponsored media outlets perpetuate the idea that Armenians are a 

disease that must be eradicated.107 According to historian Jeremy Smith, "National identity in 

post-Soviet Azerbaijan rests in large part on…virulent hatred of Armenia and Armenians."108  

The authorities of Azerbaijan have consistently promoted threatening language toward 

Armenians, fueling ethnic hatred and propagating war and violence against all Armenians.109 The 

leadership of Azerbaijan pushed a victim-blaming narrative as a manipulative invocation for 

protecting its territorial integrity as an alleged justification for its military aggression against 

Artsakh on 27 September 2020. The level of hatred for the Armenian people by regular 

Azerbaijani people is evident from their social media chatter found in Annex A of this paper. 

Given Azerbaijan’s deeply seeded hatred for the Armenian people, it is very difficult to see how 

the Azerbaijani people can ever treat the Armenians of Artsakh with any humanity and the most 

basic of human dignity. It is abundantly clear that Azerbaijan can never be trusted with the 

security of the Armenian people.  

 

 
104 Second report on Azerbaijan, Strasbourg: European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, (24 May 2007), 
at 27, online (pdf): 
<web.archive.org/web/20130921072548/http:/hudoc.fcnm.coe.int/XMLEcri/ENGLISH/Cycle_03/03_CbC_eng/AZE-
CbC-III-2007-22-ENG.pdf>. 
105 Iris Kempe, “Friends and Enemies. How the Population of the Three South Caucasus States Perceive Other 
Countries” (2013) Caucasus Analytical Digest #51–52, at 21, online (pdf): 
<web.archive.org/web/20131029210003/http:/www.css.ethz.ch/publications/pdfs/CAD-51-52.pdf>. 
106 Nerses Kopalyan, “Understanding the Aliyev Regime’s Armenophobia” EVN Report (8 September 2020), online: 
<www.evnreport.com/opinion/understanding-the-aliyev-regime-s-armenophobia>. 
107 Elvin Yusifli "Stereotypes in national media – a closer look". Caucasus Edition: Journal of Conflict 
Transformation, (15 September 2010), online (blog): 
<web.archive.org/web/20141226052227/http:/caucasusedition.net/lates-from-the-region/blog/stereotypes-in-
national-media-–-a-closer-look/>. 
108 Jeremy Smith, Red Nations (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013) at 296. 
109 European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, ECRI Report on Azerbaijan, adopted on 17 March 2016 
(7 June 2016), online: <rm.coe.int/fourth-report-on-azerbaijan/16808b5581>. 
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Threats of future atrocities and genocide 

A month after the signing of the peace deal, on 10 December 2020, Azerbaijan celebrated 

its ‘victory’ over Artsakh with a parade in Baku where Azerbaijan’s President, Ilham Aliyev, 

stated: “we proved that a military solution to the Karabakh conflict was possible ... We have 

been preparing all these years and have never ruled out a military solution to the conflict.” He 

went further, claiming that areas of the Republic of Armenia, including the capital, Yerevan, are 

“Azerbaijani territories.”110 Furthermore, Turkey’s President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, announced 

that “the struggle carried out in the political and military areas will continue from now on many 

other fronts” and glorified the masterminds and perpetrators of the Armenian Genocide.111  

Moreover, Figure 1 contains screenshots of a Twitter feed from Dr. Ahmad Shahidov, 

head of Azerbaijan Institute for Democracy and Human Rights.112 The tweet was sent on 27 

December 2020, nearly 6 weeks after the signing of the peace deal.  

 

 
Figure 1 - Tweets from Dr. Ahmad Shahidov.  

 

Furthermore, Figure 2 is a photograph of Azerbaijan Foreign Minister Bayramov meeting 

with the Speaker of the Turkish Parliament Mustafa Sentop on 20 October 2020. At first glance, 

the map on the wall may not be obvious as to what region it represents. However, a closer 

examination reveals that it is a map of Azerbaijan that also encapsulates all of Artsakh and nearly 

half of Republic of Armenia, as demonstrated in Figure 3.   

 
110 “A Victory parade dedicated to Victory in the Patriotic War was held at the Azadlig Square, Baku” President of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan (10 December 2020), online: <en.president.az/articles/48788>. 
111 “‘One nation, two states’ on display as Erdogan visits Azerbaijan for Karabakh victory parade”, France 24 (10 
December 2020), online: <www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20201210-one-nation-two-states-on-display-as-
erdogan-visits-azerbaijan-for-karabakh-victory-parade>. 
112 Ahmad Shahidov, “A new war with #Armenia is now inevitable ... This time the war will go to the territory of 
Armenia ... #Azerbaijan should create a 20-30 km security zone for itself, which may be in the territory of Armenia 
only...” (27 December 2020 at 16:26) online: Twitter <twitter.com/shahidovcom/status/1343307208218574848>. 
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Figure 2 – Meeting between Azerbaijani and Turkish officials.113    

 
Figure 3 – Map of the South Caucasus region.  
  

The map of Azerbaijan displayed in Figure 2 is an implicit way of communicating that 

Azerbaijan’s territorial ambitions do not stop with Artsakh, rather Azerbaijan is also interested in 

conquering Armenia proper as well. The threat of future aggression and atrocities on the 

Armenian people is real and credible as Azerbaijan’s desire to eradicate the Armenian people has 

 
113 301, “Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Bayramov meeting with the Speaker of the Turkish Parliament Mustafa 
Shentop on October 20. Nothing interesting until you pay attention to the map hanging on the wall. Syunik is 
included in the territory of Azerbaijan.”, (13 December 2020 at 4:11) online: Twitter 
<twitter.com/301_AD/status/1338048963329585156>. 
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been both explicitly and implicitly communicated at all levels of the Azeri government. The 

President of Azerbaijan, in reference to the Armenian people has stated during a Cabinet meeting 

that “if you do not want to die, then get out of Azerbaijani lands.”114 It is clear that the 

Armenians of Artsakh are in a clear and present danger of another genocide if they are to remain 

under Azeri rule. The international community cannot allow Azerbaijan to continue its anti-

Armenian agenda with impunity as this will set a dangerous precedent for other like-minded 

dictators in the world.  

 

Conclusion 

Azerbaijan’s dehumanizing treatment of Armenian POWs was not an act of self-defense 

as Azerbaijan has claimed, rather, acts of genocidal intent. Azerbaijan violated at least 44 

different international laws including executions of Armenian soldiers by gunfire, decapitation of 

Armenian POWs, deliberate execution of injured soldiers, brutal executions of captured persons, 

mutilation of the bodies of fallen Armenian soldiers, deliberate targeting and destruction of 

Armenian cultural monuments, acts of aggression, threats of future atrocities and many other acts 

of genocidal intent.  

Given the grave humanitarian crisis in Artsakh and Azerbaijan’s relentless acts of mass 

atrocities against the Armenians, the international community has a responsibility to put in place 

a permanent solution so that the indigenous Armenians of Artsakh never have to fear for their 

lives due to Azerbaijan’s close proximity. The international community should condemn the 

joint Azerbaijani-Turkish aggression and atrocious crimes against the people of Artsakh and put 

in place sanctions on persons responsible in Azerbaijan and Turkey for these war crimes, 

especially against President Ilham Aliyev, his family members, and other key figures in the 

Azerbaijani military and State. Moreover, the international community should also request the 

UN Security Council to refer Azerbaijan and Turkey to the International Criminal Court, as well, 

put in place arms embargo on both Azerbaijan and Turkey. Impunity is the fuel that is likely to 

feed and animate similar crimes in the future.  

 
114 “Ilham Aliyev chaired the meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers dedicated to the results of socioeconomic 
development in the first quarter of 2015 and objectives for the future” (10 April 2015), online: President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev <en.president.az/articles/14805>. 
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ANNEX A – Videos and Images of War Crimes committed by Azerbaijan and Turkey 

 

 

 
 
Video of Azerbaijani soldiers cutting the head of an Armenian civilian and placing it on the 
carcass of some animal.115 
 

 
115 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “Case 1 - Civilian Genadi Petrosyan 69 (ve…he Guardian)”, online (video): Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AADsfV-
2TAHhR3Y8wFQXppqda/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C%20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Beheadin
gs/Case%201%20-%20Civilian%20Genadi%20Petrosyan%2069%20(verified%20by%20Amnesty%20%26%20The
%20Guardian)?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 



 21 

 
 

 
Video of Azerbaijani Special Forces soldier pining down 82-year-old Yuri Asryan in Artsakh, 
while he is begging for his life, and starts cutting his head off.116  

 
 
One of the men in the video was identified as Kamil Zeynalli, Notable Azeri blogger. He was 
awarded medals from the Aliyev administration for his efforts in the war.117  
 

 
116 “Amnesty International verifies ‘gruesome’ atrocity videos” Amnesty International (10 December 2020), online: 
<oc-media.org/amnesty-international-verifies-gruesome-atrocity-
videos/?fbclid=IwAR0FYQqk1AaH_sOidlfadJMT2NhYzjTvR3GJlBbv1_XeCZzcapLv0yc5bIk. Also see full video 
at EG (Azeri War Crimes), “Yuri Asryan 82-year-old village of Azokh per TheGuardian.mp4”, online (video): 
Dropbox <www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AADB5-
lf3GPvnWewvaYo6H9za/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C%20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Beheadin
gs/Case%203%20-%20Civilian%20Yuri%20Asryan%2082-year-
old%20village%20of%20Azokh%20(verified%20by%20Amnesty%20%26%20The%20Guardian)?dl=0&preview=
Yuri+Asryan+82-year-old+village+of+Azokh+per+TheGuardian.mp4&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
117 Supra note 21. 
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Turkish soldiers decapitating Armenian POWs, as one of them is holding a decapitated head 
by the hair. 
 

 
The arrow in this image highlights the distinct Turkish flag on one of the soldiers’ uniform.118 

 
118 ASB News/Military, “Erdogan said “We will continue to contribute to world peace and tranquility on a global 
scale” ...🤣 Real photos of Turkey’s Military contributing to world peace on a global scale. #SanctionTurkey 
#TurkeyIsATerroristState” (13 December 2020 at 3:08), online: Twitter 
<mobile.twitter.com/ASBMilitary/status/1338033137209765888>. 



 23 

 
 
Azerbaijani soldier cutting off the head of an Armenian POW.119 

 
119 Supra note 15. 
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Two Armenian men are covered with the Armenian Flag and executed.120 

 
 

 
 
Armenian civilian bludgeoned in 
Artsakh.121 

 

 
Video of Armenian civilian, with hands tied 
behind him, being kicked in the face by Azeri 
soldier. 123 

 
120 Nick Waters, “An Execution in Hadrut”, Bellingcat (15 October 2020), online: <www.bellingcat.com/news/rest-
of-world/2020/10/15/an-execution-in-hadrut-karabakh/>. Also see full uncensored video at EG (Azeri War Crimes), 
“Hadrut Execution - Bellingcat Verified”, online (video): 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AAC9NCq7mWeYuUhcX6IFirOHa/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C
%20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Executions/Hadrut%20Execution%20-%20Bellingcat%20Verified?dl=0
&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
121 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “EkJ4oxKX0AI9gJH.jpg”, online (video): 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AADG3RgaDJ5CIWsoNrVbWPqya/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C
%20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Captured%20Civilians%20-%20Torture%2C%20Humiliation%2C%20
mutilation%20%26%20Execution/Civilian%20killed%20in%20Martuni?dl=0&preview=EkJ4oxKX0AI9gJH.jpg&s
ubfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
123 Supra note 40. 
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Azerbaijani soldiers can be seen to poke 
Armenians POWs with a sharp metal rod 
while they are blind folded with hands tied 
behind their back. The Armenian POWs 
are also being kicked and stepped on.122 
 

 
 
Video of an elderly Armenian man having his 
ear cut off because he refuses to leave his home 
in captured territories of Artsakh.124 

 
 

 
122 kolorit_18, “🇦🇿🇦🇲 Азербайджанские военнослужащие взяли в плен Армянских солдат.”, online (video): 
<t.me/kolorit_18/173>. 
124 Supra note 15.  
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Videos of Azerbaijani soldiers executing wounded Armenian POWs. In the second video, the 
Azerbaijani soldier fires multiple shots at the POW’s face.125 
 

 
125 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “Execution of Wounded in Trenches”, online (video): Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AABxKSUKGJoHQU2sjiT3wKm5a/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C
%20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Executions/Execution%20of%20Wounded%20in%20Trenches?dl=0&s
ubfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
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Videos of Armenian POW bodies being mutilated by Azerbaijani soldiers.126 
 

 
 
 
 

 
126 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “Mutilating the Dead”, online (video): Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AADOwe9igH234Zw95dUN3yoPa/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C
%20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Mutilating%20the%20Dead?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
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Video of Armenian POWs, with their pants pulled down, were lined up and executed by Azeri 
soldiers.127 

 
 
Second video of Armenian POWs, lined up with pants down, and executed.128 
 
 

 
127 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “6. Signs for Execution, some handcu… pants.mp4”, online (video): Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AAAjElwpwvXt5O0xhLkxBkGHa/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C%
20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Desecrating%20Dead%20Bodies?dl=0&preview=6.+Signs+for+Executio
n%2C+some+handcuffed%2C+no+pants.mp4&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
128 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “3. In Many Videos Bodies Are Half Naked.MP4”, online (video): Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AAAjElwpwvXt5O0xhLkxBkGHa/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C%
20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Desecrating%20Dead%20Bodies?dl=0&preview=3.+In+Many+Videos+B
odies+Are+Half+Naked.MP4&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
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Video of Azerbaijani soldiers executing Armenian POWs, while having their hands tied 
behind their backs.129 
 

 
Video of Azerbaijani soldiers driving over deceased Armenian soldiers while laughing about 
it.130 

 

 
129 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “Execution of POWs”, online: Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AAD_Uceu2nF_XfS1UkQ8QuHYa/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C
%20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Executions/Execution%20of%20POWs?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=
1>. 
130 Supra note 63.  
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Azerbaijani soldier proudly posing next to the bodies of Armenian POWs.131 
 

 
Video of Azerbaijani soldiers posing over dead Armenian POWs.132 

 

 
131 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “Images”, online: Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AAAaG8V2B0Bd2I3pta6NAWY1a/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C
%20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Desecrating%20Dead%20Bodies/Images?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking
=1>. 
132 EG (Azeri War Crimes), “7. Text on Youtube says Surkhanov …arbage.mp4”, online (video): Dropbox 
<www.dropbox.com/sh/rzw8yrjf45w9n18/AAAjElwpwvXt5O0xhLkxBkGHa/Crimes%20Against%20POWs%2C%
20Civilians%20and%20the%20Deceased/Desecrating%20Dead%20Bodies?dl=0&preview=7.+Text+on+Youtube+s
ays+Surkhanov+Huseyin+Aga+from+Arabgubali+village+from+Kurdamir+region+Our+hero+who+crushed+armen
ians+like+garbage.mp4&subfolder_nav_tracking=1>. 
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The desecration of Armenian graves by 
Azerbaijani soldiers in Artsakh.133 

 

 
 
Azerbaijani soldiers vandalized an 
Armenian monument (located in Vorotan, 
Artsakh) with exceptional cynicism and 
calls for sexual violence against Armenian 
soldiers’ mothers and daughter.134 
 

 

 
 
Acts of vandalism and deliberate destruction of 
Armenian religious and cultural monument by 
Azerbaijani military forces in the village of 
Talish, Artsakh.135 

 
133 Hraparak TV, “Ադրբեջանցի վանդալները պղծում են հայերի գերեզմանները” (26 November 2020), online 
(video): YouTube <www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJ5DkKsmUNQ>. 
134 Edgar Elbakyan, “#Azerbaijan'i occupational troops behaving like #ISIS vandals, destroying an #Armenia'n 
monument, located in Vorotan (Qubadlı) - 39.345906, 46.579410. And these barbarians promise us cultural 
autonomy within their borders. Seriously? #NKPeace #StopAzerbaijaniAggression” (9 November 2020 at 4:41), 
online (video): Twitter <twitter.com/elbakyanedgar/status/1325735344189419520>. 
135 See photos at Kirill Krivosheev, online: Facebook 
<www.facebook.com/kirill.krivosheev/posts/4785692541502309>. 
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Cultural monuments in Talish, Artsakh destroyed by Azerbaijani military forces.136 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
136 The Human Rights Ombudsman of the Republic of Artsakh, The Armenian Cultural Heritage in Artsakh 
(Nagorno-Karabakh): Cases of Vandalism and at Risk of Destruction by Azerbaijan (Ad Hoc Public Report) 
(Stepanakert: HRORA, 26 January 2021) at 6, online: <artsakhombuds.am/en/document/792>. 
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The damage caused to a Cathedral in Artsakh from two strikes on 8 October 2020.137 
 

 
 
 

 
137 Ibid. 
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Images of before and after the Azerbaijani aggression against Artsakh, showing the destruction 
of the St. John the Baptist (Surb Hovhannes Mkrtich) Church.138  

 
138 Paul Antonopolous, “Armenian Church in Artsakh completely wiped out by Azerbaijan” Greek City Times (28 
March 2021), online: < https://greekcitytimes.com/2021/03/27/armenian-church-wiped-azerbaijan/>. 
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Shelling and destruction of the Cultural and Youth 
Center in Shushi on 7 October 2020.139  

Shelling of civilian buildings in Artsakh.140 

 

 

 
Shelling and destruction of schools and 
kindergartens.141  
 

 
139 Ghahramanyan, D. 24 News (7 October 2020), online: <bit.ly/34ZsktJ>. See also EVN Report, “Shushi After the 
Shelling: The Cultural Center” (11 October 2020), online (video): YouTube 
<www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yjgDSdeHBE>. 
140 Government of Armenia, (14 October 2020), online: Facebook <bit.ly/311rDPF>. 
141 Human Rights Ombudsman of the Republic of Artsakh, Second Interim Report on the Azerbaijani Atrocities 
against the Artsakh Population in September-October 2020, (Stepanakert: HRORA, 12 October 2020), online: 
<artsakhombuds.am/en/document/735?fbclid=IwAR05TKjAHwv4P79diaHaSdC2JKxC1ADIE2ft8OGAFUdkpxGlG
H99BNXwYsw>. 
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Tweets142 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
142 Paul Antopoulos, “Beautiful baby is born in Artsakh as Azerbaijani Twitter users admit they would kill Armenian 
babies”, Greek City Times (2 October 2020), online: <greekcitytimes.com/2020/10/02/beautiful-baby-is-born-in-
artsakh-as-azerbaijani-twitter-users-admit-they-would-kill-armenian-babies/>.    



 38 

 

 
Facebook Post143 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
143 “Ad hoc public report organized hate speech and animosity towards ethnic Armenians in Azerbaijan as root 
causes of ethnically based torture and inhuman treatment by Azerbaijani armed forces”, Human Rights Ombudsman 
of the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) (7 December 2020) at 30, online: 
<artsakhombuds.am/en/document/780>. 
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Screenshot. Social media post on Twitter: “It was the Armenians who had to be wiped off the 
face of the earth. The woman and the child are all potential terrorists, dishonorable 
people.”144  

 

 
 
Screenshot. Social media post on Twitter: “I want to tell my brothers who fought on the front, 
raise the white flag and kill the Armenians who surrendered! The more Armenians are killed, 
the sooner Armenia will collapse. Torture before you kill!”145 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
144 Ibid at 49. 
145 Ibid at 55. 
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Screenshot. Social media post on Twitter: “Not a single Armenian should be allowed to leave 
Karabakh alive”.146 

 

  
 
Screenshot. Social media post on Twitter: “Azerbaijan kill Armenians wherever you see 
them.”147  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
146 Ibid at 55. 
147 Ibid at 56. 



 41 

Screenshot. Social media post on Twitter: “There should be no Armenian nation left on earth. 
Death to Armenians.”148  

 

  
 
Screenshot. Social media post on Twitter: “This is sad and its wrong bloody Armenians must 
die and be wiped of this earth and all those who sides them should face same death.”149 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
148 Ibid at 56. 
149 Ibid at 57. 
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Screenshot. Social media post on Twitter: “The best Armenian is an Armenian who exploded 
and died”.150  

 

 
 
Screenshot. Social media post on Twitter: “Come on, shoot and kill, let’s kill Armenians, 
bitch.”151 

 

 

 
150 Ibid at 58. 
151 Ibid at 65. 


